
Aristophanes: Lysistrata With Commentary

Lysistrata is one of the few surviving plays
written by Aristophanes. Originally
performed in classical Athens in 411 BC, it
is a comic account of one womans
extraordinary mission to end The
Peloponnesian War. Lysistrata convinces
the women of Greece to withhold sexual
privileges from their husbands and lovers
as a means of forcing the men to negotiate
peace, a strategy however that inflames the
battle between the sexes. The play is
notable for its expose of sexual relations in
a male-dominated society and for its use of
both double entendre and explicit
obscenities. The dramatic structure
represents a shift away from the
conventions of Old Comedy, a trend
typical of the authors career. It was
produced in the same year as
Thesmophoriazusae, another play with a
focus on gender-based issues, just two
years after Athens catastrophic defeat in
the Sicilian Expedition.
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written by Aristophanes. Originally performed in classical Athens in 411 BC, it is a comic account ofA NEW EDITION
OF LYSISTRATA. JEFFREY HENDERSON: Aristophanes, Lysistrata (Edited duction and Commentary). Pp. lxxii +
236. Oxford: Clar. 1987. ?30.Aristophanes, in his comedic play Lysistrata, uses humor, sex, and gender switching to
make his own social commentary on men, women, and war. In everydayLYSISTRATA If they were trysting for a
Bacchanal, A feast of Pan or Colias or Genetyllis, The tambourines would block the rowdy streets, But now theres not
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9781453670477) from Amazons Book Store. Everyday low prices and free delivery onJEFFREY HENDERSON:
Aristophanes, Lysistrata (Edited with Intro- duction and Commentary). Pp. lxxii + 236. Oxford: Clarendon Press,. 1987.
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