Parson Kelly

What mighty quarrels rise from trivial things! So wrote Mr. Alexander Pope, whom Nicholas
Wogan remembers as a bookish boy in the little Catholic colony of Windsor Forest. The line
might serve as a motto for the story which Mr. Wogan (now a one-armed retired colonel of
Dillons Irish Brigade in French Service) is about to tell. The beginnings of our whole
mischancy business were trivial in themselves, and in all appearance unrelated to the future.
They were nothing more important than the purchase of a couple of small strong-boxes and the
placing of Parson Kellys patrimony in Mr. Laws company of the West. Both of these events
happened upon the same day. It was early in February of the year 1719, and the streets of Paris
were deep in snow. Wogan, then plotting for King Jamess cause, rode into Paris from St. Omer
at ten oclock of the forenoon, and just about the same hour Parson Kelly, plotting too in his
way, drove through the Orleans gate. A few hours later the two men met in the Marais, or
rather Nicholas Wogan saw the skirts of Kellys coat vanishing into an ironmongers shop, and
ran in after him. Kelly was standing by the counter with a lady on either side of him, as was
the dear mans wont; though their neighbourhood on this occasion was the merest accident, for
the Parson knew neither of them. Sure its my little friend the lace merchant, said Wogan, and
clapped his hand pretty hard on the small of his friends back, whom he had not seen for a
twelvemonth and more. Kelly stumbled a trifle, maybe, and no doubt he coughed and
spluttered. One of the ladies dropped her purse and shuddered into a corner. Quelle bete
sauvage! murmured the second with one indignant eye upon Nicholas Wogan, and the other
swimming with pity for Mr. Kelly. Madame, said Wogan, picking up the purse and restoring it
with his most elegant bow, it was pure affection. No doubt, said Kelly, as he rubbed his
shoulder; but, Nick, did you never hear of the bear that smashed his masters skull in the
endeavour to stroke off a fly that had settled on his nose? That was pure affection too. He
turned back to the counter, on which the shopman was setting out a number of small
strong-boxes, and began to examine them.
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